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The Commonwealth of Australia 

  

Area: 8 million km2                Population: 17 million people  
Capital City: Canberra           Currency: Australian dollar 
 



 
 
 • the only country which is also a continent 

• surrounded by the Indian Ocean in the west 
and the Pacific Ocean in the east 

• the island Tasmania also belongs to Australia 

 

 

 

Australia 



Australia is divided into 6 states and 2 territories:  

Western 
Australia 

Northern 
territory 

South Australia Victoria 

New South 
Wales 

Queensland 

The 
Australian 
Capital 
Territory 

Tasmania 

Autor: Thomas Steiner, licence Creative Commons, BY, 
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Australia_map_(English).svg 

 

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Australia_map_(English).svg
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Australia_map_(English).svg
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Australia_map_(English).svg


Geography: 
• Australian Cordilleras on the eastern coast 

• the highest point Mt. Kosciusko (2228m) lies 
in the Australian Alps 
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Waters: 
• lakes: Lake Eyre – the largest one in Australia 

                Lake Torrens, Lake Gairdner 

• rivers: the Murray – the longest 

                 the Darling 
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Climate: 

• influenced by ocean 
currents 

• varies from warm  

    to subtropical 

• about 80 %  

    of the Australian land  

    suffers from drought –  

    there are many deserts 
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People: 

Aborigines  

• native Australians 

 

• manufactured a lot of 
tools, eg. boomerang, 
used for hunting 

 

  



Animals: 
• the Australian continent 

evolved separately and 
that´s why there are 
lots of unique species: 

• kangaroo 

• platypus 

• dingo (Australian wild 
dog) 

• Koala bear 

• Tasmanian devil 

• wombat  

 
Autor: Wayne McLean, licence Creative Commons, BY-SA, 
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Interesting Places: 

Sydney: 

• the largest city 

    of Australia 

• famous Opera House 

(a modern white    
building which looks like 
breaking waves) 

 

• long beaches 

 

  



Interesting Places: 

Melbourne: 

• the second largest city 
in Australia 

• centre of Australian 
tennis, golf, horse-
racing, football 

• big parks and gardens 
(Royal Botanic Garden) 

 

Autor: Donaldytong, licence Creative Commons, BY-SA, 
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Interesting Places: 

National Parks: 

• Kakadu National Park 
(with Aboriginal rock 
paintings) 

• Uluru National Park (with 
Ayers Rock – 

    a huge sandstone which    

    rises above a  

    desert,changes its  

    colour according to  

    the sunlight – pink or  

    red) 



Interesting Places: 

Great Barrier Reef: 

• the world´s longest 
coral reef 

• people go diving there 

• lies in the Pacific ocean 

 



Political System: 
• British dominion 

• the head of the state is 
Queen Elizabeth II. 

• she is represented by 
the Governor-General 

• the Australian flag: 

 

 

 

Autor: lago4096, licence Creative Commons, BY-SA, 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Flag_of_Australia_template.svg 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Flag_of_Australia_template.svg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Flag_of_Australia_template.svg


Now, what can you remember about Australia? 

Autor: Mark, licence Public Domain, 
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Map_of_Australia.png 
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New Zealand: 

• consists of two large islands (North and South 
Island) 

• the terrain is mostly hilly or mountainous 

• about 3 million people 

• the Capital city is Wellington 

• the largest city is Auckland 

• an agricultural country 

• big exporter of wool 

 

 



New Zealand: 
• the kiwi bird  

    is a symbol  

    of the country 

• beautiful nature  

   (the movie „The Lord  

   of the Rings“ was  

   made there) 

• native people are 
the Maori (with 
tattoos on their 
faces) 



What can you remember about New Zealand? 

Autor: Viktor V. , licence Creative Commons, SA-BY, 
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